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Futuristic History project
Futuristic History is a two-year research project started in January 2013,
implemented in cooperation with VTT and University of Turku
(http://trc.utu.fi/ar/research/futuristic-history/)
Its goal is to research and develop augmented reality based solutions
and business models for tourism and culture
The project creates working prototypes for mixing digital content with
historically important real-life environments
Finding economical and efficient ways to make such content is also an
essential part of the work. Further, it is investigated what kind of
business models would be feasible and attractive in museum context.
The target locations of the project are in the region of Turku, which is
the former capital of Finland and has several historically interesting sites
TEKES, The Finnish Funding Agency for Technology and Innovation, is
funding the project with several partners from ICT, travel and museum
sectors

http://trc.utu.fi/ar/research/futuristic-history/
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Turku city

Turku, as a town, was settled during the 13th
century and founded most likely at the end of
the 13th century, making it the oldest city in
Finland. Archaeological findings in the area
date back to the Stone Age
It quickly became the most important city in
Finland, a status it retained for hundreds of
years. After Finland became part of
the Russian Empire (1809), the capital of
the Grand Duchy of Finland was moved
to Helsinki (1812)
Turku continued to be the most populous city
in Finland, until the end of the 1840s

Cathedral of Turku, 1814

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turku

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Stone_Age
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Russian_Empire
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Grand_Duchy_of_Finland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Helsinki
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The easiest way to show history in 2D



517.4.2014 5

3D presentation of buildings that no longer exist
based on archeological findings
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Turku cathedral
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Conceptual image

Figure: Concept images of showing a demolished building in
Augmented Reality (market square of Turku, Finland).  A
historical building is visualized in the right-hand image in 3D as
it will be augmented on iPhone or iPad device (Images from:
http://www.juliusmurtojarvi.com/nostalgiaplajays.fi/)

http://www.juliusmurtojarvi.com/nostalgiaplajays.fi/


• Façade to be
recognized and
tracked

• Building to be
replaced

Building is replaced by
the old one on iPhone
screen

Instructions for
user Touch buttons for

using map,
compass, camera,
etc.
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